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Abstract

This study examines the urban and architectural transformations in the city of Derna during
the Italian occupation (1911-1943), focusing on their multifaceted impacts on the city’s
urban, social, and economic identity, as well as assessing the damage inflicted on Italian-era
landmarks by Storm Daniel in 2023. The research employs an integrated methodology
combining historical analysis of the political and social context of the colonial period,
detailed documentation of inherited architectural styles, and critical analysis of historical
documents and visual materials. The study reveals radical shifts in Derna’s urban fabric, as
the Italian occupation introduced foreign architectural patterns that altered the city’s visual
identity. It also highlights the profound socio-economic effects of colonization, including the
marginalization of residents alongside the development of infrastructure serving the
colonizers. Regarding architectural heritage, the study outlines the extent of damage caused
by Storm Daniel to the remaining Italian landmarks, threatening the loss of a significant part
of the city’s urban memory. This research underscores the historical and architectural
significance of this heritage, advocating for its documentation and preservation as part of
collective memory. It also proposes recommendations for reinterpreting these landmarks
within the framework of contemporary Libyan identity, suggesting mechanisms for
safeguarding surviving structures and integrating them into the city’s future urban planning.

Key Words: Italian occupation, urban transformation, architectural heritage, Storm Daniel,
colonial architecture.
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