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RESEARCH TITLE

Genocide and the Authority of the International Criminal
Court to Impose Punishment

Abstract

This study examines the crime of genocide as one of the most serious international crimes,
constituting a systematic and grave violation of the right to life and human existence through
the deliberate targeting of protected human groups on national, ethnic, racial, or religious
grounds. The study aims to clarify the conceptual and legal framework of genocide in
international criminal law and to analyze the authority of the International Criminal Court
(ICC) to punish its perpetrators in accordance with the provisions of the Rome Statute.
The research adopts an analytical approach in examining relevant international legal texts,
particularly the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and
the Rome Statute of the ICC, alongside a descriptive approach to tracing the historical and
legal development of the crime, and a critical approach to assessing the effectiveness of the
Court’s punitive authority. The study concludes that genocide is characterized by stringent
legal elements, foremost among them the special intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
protected group, which distinguishes it from other international crimes and renders its proof
particularly complex. It further finds that while the International Criminal Court represents
an advanced legal mechanism in combating impunity, the effectiveness of its punitive
authority remains constrained by jurisdictional limitations, reliance on state cooperation, and
the influence of political considerations and national sovereignty. The study concludes that
strengthening the ICC’s role in addressing genocide requires enhanced international
cooperation, improved evidentiary mechanisms, and the harmonization of national
legislation with the Rome Statute, in order to reinforce international criminal justice and
protect human groups from the gravest international crimes.

Key Words: Genocide; International Criminal Court; Rome Statute; Special Criminal
Intent; International Crimes.
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