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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of the Arabic Language in Unifying the Ummah: A
Linguistic Analytical Study

Abstract

This study examines the role of the Arabic language in unifying the Arab and Islamic
Ummah, viewing it as a fundamental pillar of cultural identity and collective consciousness,
and a key factor in building religious, intellectual, and civilizational unity. The study is
based on the premise that Arabic goes beyond being a mere means of communication to
function as a vessel of knowledge, a preserver of heritage, and a guarantor of
intergenerational cohesion in the face of globalization and foreign linguistic dominance. A
descriptive—analytical approach is employed to explore the relationship between language
and social and cultural unity, alongside a historical approach to trace the development of
Arabic and its impact on the formation of Islamic civilization. The findings reveal that
Arabic remains the most influential unifying element of the Ummah, and that the decline in
its status is mainly due to weak linguistic policies and the dominance of foreign languages in
education and media. The study emphasizes that modern media and linguistic education
offer real opportunities to revive the unifying role of Arabic. It concludes with
recommendations stressing the importance of Arabizing higher education, developing
Arabic digital content, establishing specialized institutions for scientific translation, and
strengthening the presence of Arabic in media and educational curricula to restore its
civilizational role in unifying the Ummabh.

Key Words: Arabic language, Ummah unity, cultural identity, globalization, linguistic
policies.
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