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RESEARCH TITLE

School Dropout and Its Relationship to Organizational Behavior among Preparatory
School Principals from the Perspective of Teaching Staff

Abstract

This study aims to identify the role of preparatory school principals in reducing school
dropout in Dhi Qar Governorate and to examine its relationship with their organizational
behavior from the perspective of teaching staff. The study employed the descriptive—
analytical method, and its population consisted of all teachers in preparatory schools in Dhi
Qar, totaling 3,772 teachers. The final sample comprised 346 teachers selected using
appropriate sampling formulas and applied during the first semester of the 2024-2025
school year. Two instruments were used: a school dropout scale based on Abu Askar (2009),
consisting of 39 items distributed across two dimensions (educational and social), and an
organizational behavior scale based on Ali (2020), consisting of 24 items covering three
dimensions: commitment to regulations and laws, objectivity, and respect and appreciation
of the profession. The validity and reliability of the instruments were verified; Cronbach’s
alpha coefficients reached 0.86 for the school dropout scale and 0.91 for the organizational
behavior scale, indicating good internal consistency. The results revealed that preparatory
school principals play a high-level role in limiting school dropout and that they exhibit a
high level of organizational behavior in its various dimensions. The findings also showed a
statistically significant positive correlation between the role of school administration in
reducing dropout and principals’ organizational behavior (r = 0.517), indicating that higher
levels of organizational behavior contribute to strengthening the school’s capacity to
confront dropout. The study recommends enhancing training programs for school principals
on organizational behavior and practical strategies to reduce school dropout, and integrating
these aspects into in-service professional development plans.

Key Words: School dropout; Organizational behavior; Preparatory school principals; Dhi
Qar Governorate.
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