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RESEARCH TITLE

The Grammatical Interpretation of Qur’anic Readings by Al-Ukbari:
Surah Al-Fatihah as a Model

Abstract

The significance of this study lies in the fact that the noblest field of knowledge to which
efforts have been devoted and toward which scholars of intellect have hastened is the
knowledge of the Book of Allah Almighty, along with the understanding of its readings and
linguistic features. Among the most important needs of the reader is the knowledge of its
grammatical parsing (i'rab). This study aimed to clarify the concept of grammatical
interpretation, to identify the methodological approach adopted in the grammatical
interpretation of Surah Al-Fatihah, and to reveal the grammatical principles upon which this
interpretation is based in Surah Al-Fatihah. The study followed the descriptive approach,
employing analytical tools suitable to the nature of the research. The research problem
centered on answering the following questions: What is grammatical interpretation? What
method was followed in the grammatical interpretation of Surah Al-Fatihah? What
grammatical principles were relied upon in this interpretation?

The study arrived at several findings, the most important of which are: grammatical
interpretation refers to presenting speech as bearing two possible meanings, and it has also
been defined as expressing a meaning in a way that refutes an opponent’s claim. The study
described such interpretations as necessarily grammatical in order to precisely define the
intended term. The interpreter mentions the various grammatical possibilities, distinguishes
the stronger from the weaker, and provides justification for this distinction. He applies
evaluative judgments such as “preferable,” “weak,” “having no parallel,” “invalid
grammatical analysis,” and “far-fetched” to grammatical rulings. When a grammatical issue
allows more than one school of thought, he mentions these schools without preferring one
over another while providing their justifications. Al-Ukbari—may Allah have mercy on
him—supported the grammatical issues found in Surah Al-Fatihah with evidence from all
available sources. The study recommends extending the investigation of grammatical
interpretation to the entire book in order to reach results that would benefit researchers.

Key Words: Grammatical Interpretation, Surah Al-Fatihah, Qur’anic Readings,
Grammatical Principles, Al-Ukbari.
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