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Abstract

Documentary evidence constitutes the cornerstone of civil proof, as it ensures the stability of
transactions and reinforces confidence in legal positions. However, such evidence remains
vulnerable to denial and forgery, which necessitates an active and effective role for the civil
judge in managing, assessing, and verifying its authenticity. This study aims to analyze the
positive role of the civil judge in dealing with documentary evidence and to clarify the scope
and limitations of judicial discretionary powers, particularly in confronting malicious claims
and sophisticated methods of forgery. The study adopts an analytical-comparative approach
by examining legal texts and judicial applications in both Yemen and Egypt, with reference
to selected Arab legislations for comparative enrichment. The findings reveal that the civil
judge plays a proactive role that extends from supervising the exchange of documents, to
compelling parties and third parties to produce them, and to verifying their authenticity
through technical means, all within legally binding guarantees—most notably the obligation
of judicial reasoning. The study also highlights a significant deficiency in the value of fines
imposed on vexatious claims, which has weakened their deterrent effect. The study
concludes with several recommendations, foremost among them the need to modernize
procedural legislation, strengthen the judge’s authority to initiate investigative measures,
increase the value of fines, and develop mechanisms for dealing with electronic documents
in line with the ongoing digital transformation in the field of evidence.

Key Words: Documentary Evidence, Civil Judge, Judicial Discretionary Powers, Forgery
Claims, Management of Evidence in Civil Procedure.
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