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RESEARCH TITLE

The Grammatical Choice in Separating Inseparable Elements:
Ibn Malik’s Alfiyyah as a Model

Abstract

The significance of this study lies in the linguistic phenomenon that has drawn the attention
of classical and modern scholars alike, namely the issue of separating inseparable
grammatical elements. The study examines the concept of grammatical choice as applied by
one of the most prominent later grammarians, Ibn Malik, through collection and verification
of his views. The study aimed to clarify the following: the concept of grammatical choice,
the notion of separating inseparable elements among grammarians, Ibn Malik’s agreement
with the Basran and Kufan grammarians regarding this separation, and the principles
underlying Ibn Malik’s grammatical choices in his Alfiyyah.

The study adopted the descriptive approach, utilizing analytical tools appropriate to its
nature. The research problem revolved around answering the following questions: What is
grammatical choice? What is meant by separating inseparable elements among
grammarians? Did Ibn Malik agree with the Basran and Kufan grammarians on this issue?
What were the foundations upon which Ibn Malik based his grammatical choices in
separating inseparable elements?

The study reached several key findings, the most important of which are: grammatical
choice represents a form of preference that does not necessarily imply weakening the
opposing opinion, nor does it require rejecting opposing evidence or strengthening the
evidence of the preferred view. In the view of grammarians, inseparability refers to the
functional unity of two or more words such that they are treated as a single unit within
sentence structure. Separating inseparable elements refers to separating the subject from the
predicate, inna and its sisters from their complements, the verb from its subject, the genitive
construction from its complement, and the pronoun from its governing element. Ibn Malik
relied primarily on evidence in making his grammatical choices.

The study recommends the necessity of examining grammatical phenomena in depth in
order to reach results that benefit scholars and students.

Key Words: Grammatical choice, separation of inseparable elements, Ibn Malik,
grammatical inseparability, Basran and Kufan schools.
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