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RESEARCH TITLE

“Laysa” (o«d): A Semantic Study in the Qur’anic Context

Abstract

This study presents a grammatical and semantic analysis of the Qur’anic term “Laysa”
(o), exploring its function and meaning within the linguistic and contextual framework of
the Holy Qur’an — the highest model of Arabic eloquence. The research aims to uncover
the syntactic and semantic roles performed by “Laysa” in Qur’anic structures and to clarify
the grammatical controversy among Basran and Kufan scholars regarding its classification
as a verb, a particle, or an independent functional tool.

Using an analytical and comparative approach, the study is divided into three main sections:
the first discusses the grammatical disagreement over the verbal or particle nature of
“Laysa” and its syntactic behavior; the second examines its semantic differences from
“Ma” (%) and “La” (¥) and the role of context in determining meaning; while the third
provides an applied analysis of the Qur’anic occurrences of “Laysa”, focusing on its
grammatical construction and contextual meaning.

The findings reveal that “Laysa” appears in eighty-nine instances in the Qur’an, functioning
actively in all of them. Its predicate frequently appears as a prepositional phrase governed by
particles such as ba’ (<), 1am (J), ‘ala (%), and others, with ba’ serving as an emphatic
reinforcement of negation. The study concludes that “Laysa” expresses negation across
different time frames (past, present, and future) depending on contextual clues, and functions
as a linguistic tool that bridges verbal and nominal features, reflecting a unique semantic
depth in the Qur’anic linguistic system.

Key Words: Laysa, Qur’anic semantics, negation in the Qur’an, Arabic grammar,
contextual meaning.
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