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RESEARCH TITLE

Preserving Prophetic Hadith Between Memorization and Documentation:
An Analytical Study of the Security, Effectiveness, and Complementarity
of the Methods

Abstract

This research addresses the issue of preserving the Prophetic Sunnah, moving beyond the
traditional comparison between memorization (hifz) and written documentation. The study
aims to show that the true safeguarding of the Sunnah did not stem from a single method,
but rather from a rigorous, integrated system developed by the hadith scholars. Using a
historical-analytical approach, the article traces the strengths and risks of each method:
memorization ensured the vitality of the text and the continuity of the chain of transmission,
while written documentation guaranteed textual stability and protection from loss through
death or forgetfulness. The study concludes that the highest level of safeguarding was
achieved through hadith-critical mechanisms—such as isnad, al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil, and textual
comparison—which tightly linked memorization to documentation, making each method a
regulator and verifier of the other. This produced a unique epistemic system that ensured the
precision of transmission.

Key Words: Preservation of Hadith, Documentation, Oral Transmission, Memorization and
Writing, Hadith Science, Methodology of Hadith Scholars.
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