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RESEARCH TITLE

The Concurrent Application of Human Rights Treaties to Armed
Conflicts: An Analytical Study

Abstract

This study examines the concurrent application of international human rights law alongside
international humanitarian law in the context of armed conflicts, based on the shared
objective of protecting the human person and safeguarding inherent human dignity. The
research 1s built around a central question: What are the legal shortcomings within the rules
of international humanitarian law that justify and necessitate extending the application of
human rights treaties to armed conflicts in a dual manner? The study adopts an analytical
and comparative approach by examining the provisions of international humanitarian law
and human rights treaties, and comparing them with practical applications in situations of
internal disturbances and tensions, the status of mercenaries and spies, and acts of terrorism
in armed conflicts.

The findings indicate that, despite the central role of international humanitarian law in
regulating armed conflicts, it suffers from clear gaps in certain situations that are excluded
from its scope of application or insufficiently covered—such as internal disturbances and
tensions, the legal position of unlawful combatants like mercenaries and spies, and terrorist
acts that sometimes extend beyond the territory of a single state. In contrast, international
human rights law constitutes a broader and more comprehensive protective framework by
virtue of its non-derogable nature in time and space, and its status as a higher reference for
the principles of human dignity, equality, and non-discrimination. The study concludes that
permitting the concurrent application of these two branches of law provides more
comprehensive and effective protection for victims of armed conflicts and limits the
exploitation of “grey areas” in humanitarian law to evade responsibility for serious
violations. It further emphasizes the need to establish clearer international legal foundations
to recognize and strengthen such dual application through treaties and United Nations
resolutions, in order to fill legislative gaps and guarantee the protection of fundamental
human rights and freedoms in all situations of conflict and conflict-like conditions.

Key Words: International Human Rights Law; International Humanitarian Law; Armed
Conflicts; Internal Disturbances and Tensions; Mercenaries and Spies; Terrorist Acts.
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