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Abstract

This study examines university students’ level of digital literacy and its relationship with
selected demographic variables (gender, field of study, and technological experience). A
descriptive—correlational design was employed with a random sample of 100 students from
scientific and humanities disciplines at the University of Baghdad (Jadiriya campus). The
researcher developed a Digital Literacy Scale covering six domains (technical,
informational/cognitive, communicative, ethical, security, and creative). The final 15-item
scale demonstrated acceptable internal consistency (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.70). Descriptive
statistics, independent-samples t-tests, one-way ANOVA, and Pearson correlations were
used. Findings indicated a high overall level of digital literacy among participants (M =
4.02, SD = 0.47), with the ethical domain and basic technical skills leading other
dimensions. No statistically significant differences were found by gender, field of study, or
technological experience; likewise, correlations between digital literacy and these variables
were non-significant. The study recommends strengthening critical evaluation of online
information, adherence to academic integrity and intellectual property, and developing
creative and collaborative digital skills through targeted workshops and capacity-building
programs for students and faculty.

Key Words: Digital literacy; University students; Gender; Field of study; Technological
experience; Digital competence.
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