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RESEARCH TITLE

Criminal Protection of the Elderly in Jordanian
Legislation: An Analytical Study

Abstract

This research addresses the protection of the elderly in light of Islamic jurisprudence, as well
as international and national efforts, with a focus on the urgent need to provide effective
criminal protection for this vulnerable group. The study indicates that Islam has given great
respect and care to the elderly, emphasizing the duty of kindness and benevolence toward
them. In contrast, the international system has not yet established a specific and
comprehensive convention on the rights of the elderly, unlike the conventions concerning
children and women, which oblige states to adapt their national legislations accordingly.

At the national level, the Jordanian legislator has shown general concern for the rights of the
elderly but has not enacted a comprehensive criminal law that protects them from violence
or financial exploitation. Consequently, the elderly remain more vulnerable to physical harm
and economic abuse due to their diminished ability to defend themselves and their reliance
on lifelong savings.

The research highlights the Emirati experience as a model to be emulated in the protection of
the elderly, representing a successful standard for implementing integrated legislative and
social policies that enhance their dignity and ensure their financial and physical security.

The study concludes that the protection of the elderly is both a legal and moral responsibility
that requires comprehensive legislative reform. This includes imposing stricter penalties for
crimes targeting their bodies or property, establishing safeguards against the misuse of legal
provisions, and drawing inspiration from both Islamic and international experiences to
ensure a dignified and secure life for the elderly.

Key Words: Protection, Criminal, Elderly.
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