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RESEARCH TITLE

The Structuring of Informal Settlements and Their Impacts on the
Margins of El Jadida City, Morocco — A Field Study of the Northwestern
Douars (Al-Ashhab, Ibrahim, Al-Ghanadra)

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of restructuring informal settlements on the
outskirts of El Jadida City, Morocco, focusing on the northwestern douars (Al-Ashhab,
Ibrahim, and Al-Ghanadra) as a field case study. It originates from the observation that these
unplanned settlements have become unregulated urban extensions that negatively affect the
city’s urban fabric and reflect spatial inequality and weak urban governance.

The researchers adopted a descriptive—analytical approach supported by fieldwork,
topographic and aerial mapping, and statistical data covering the period (2005-2025) to
explore demographic and spatial transformations in these areas. The results reveal that El
Jadida has experienced rapid population and economic growth unmatched by adequate urban
planning, leading to both horizontal and vertical informal expansion in its suburbs. The
studied douars, originally rural communities, have evolved into densely populated urban
neighborhoods lacking basic infrastructure and essential services.

The study concludes that informal settlements have become one of the major challenges
threatening the spatial and urban balance of El Jadida. Despite local authorities’ efforts in
restructuring through improvements in public lighting, sanitation, and road paving, the
absence of participatory planning and continued rural migration exacerbate the problem. The
study recommends adopting a comprehensive long-term urban vision based on proactive
planning, sustainable land reserves, and community involvement in upgrading projects to
limit the spread of informal housing and promote urban integration.

Key Words: Informal settlements, urban fabric, suburbs, urban expansion, urban
restructuring.
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