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RESEARCH TITLE

The Mind in Phenomenological Philosophy: An Analytical Study in
Light of the Works of Husserl, Heidegger, and Merleau-Ponty

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the concept of the mind in phenomenological philosophy through
a comparative examination of the ideas of three of its most influential thinkers: Edmund
Husserl, Martin Heidegger, and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. The research is based on the
premise that phenomenology reformulated the notion of the mind beyond the traditional
view that separates it from the body and the world, presenting it instead as an intentional,
embodied, and experiential structure engaged in lived reality.

Adopting an analytical and comparative approach, the study traces the conceptual
transformations of the mind within phenomenological thought. It highlights Husserl’s
concept of intentional consciousness, in which the mind gives meaning to the world;
Heidegger’s notion of being-in-the-world, which situates understanding as an existential
mode of human openness; and Merleau-Ponty’s idea of the embodied mind, emphasizing
perception and bodily interaction as the foundation of cognition.

The study concludes that phenomenology has provided a renewed philosophical
understanding of the mind by integrating it with time, the body, and the surrounding world,
thus transforming it from a mere abstract faculty into a living field of interaction through
which human beings engage with existence and construct meaning. This conception restores
to the mind its existential, epistemological, and human dimensions, offering fertile ground
for rethinking the relationship between thought and experience in contemporary philosophy.

Key Words: Mind, Phenomenology, Intentional Consciousness, Being-in-the-World,
Embodiment, Edmund Husserl, Martin Heidegger, Maurice Merleau-Ponty.
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