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RESEARCH TITLE

Confirmation Bias among Students of the English Department
(Translation)

Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the level of confirmation bias among students of the
English Department (Translation) and to examine statistically significant differences
according to the variables of gender and academic level. The researchers, employed a
descriptive—analytical approach and applied the Confirmation Bias Scale prepared by Dr.
Ibtisam Radhi Hadi (2019), consisting of 35 items, to a sample of 200 male and female
students from the English Department at the University of Baghdad for the academic year
2024-2025. The results revealed that the level of confirmation bias among students was low,
attributed to their social and psychological nature that promotes cooperation in overcoming
the difficulties of learning English and adapting to new cultural contexts. Moreover, the
findings showed no statistically significant differences between males and females in the
level of confirmation bias, while significant differences were found among the four
academic levels in favor of first-year students. The study concluded that confirmation bias is
a natural cognitive phenomenon that may affect thinking and decision-making; however, it
can be reduced through developing critical thinking and openness to diverse perspectives.
The researchers recommend spreading awareness of confirmation bias within educational
curricula and encouraging further studies on its relationship with other cognitive and social
variables.
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