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Abstract

This study examines the legality of conducting medical experiments in Iraq against the
backdrop of the current absence of a dedicated, comprehensive national framework. It
proceeds from the premise that medical progress requires research and experimentation as
necessities for developing therapeutic methods, while simultaneously safeguarding the right
to bodily integrity and human dignity. Using a comparative analytical approach to Iraqi
constitutional and statutory provisions (including Medical Liability Law No. 25 of 2018)
and to international norms, together with insights from comparative jurisprudence—such as
the French regime for protecting human research participants—the study finds that Iraq
lacks a specific statute defining the scope and conditions of medical experiments. This gap
undermines participant protection and leaves civil-liability foundations uncertain when harm
occurs. The study articulates core legality safeguards: rigorous benefit-risk assessment;
prior laboratory and animal testing; scientifically grounded protocols under institutional
oversight; free, informed, and revocable consent; mandatory liability insurance; and
independent research ethics committees. It recommends enacting a national human-research
law, establishing an independent regulatory authority, and standardizing consent and
compensation mechanisms to balance scientific advancement with participant protection in
line with international standards.

Key Words: Legality of medical experimentation; bodily integrity; Iraqi law; informed
consent; civil liability; research ethics.
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26.Art 1121-2 C.S.P.F: «Aucune recherche impliquant la personne humaine ne peut étre
effectuée...».

27. Loi relative au respect du corps humain, Journal Olfficiel de la République Francaise
(JORF), juillet 1994.

28. Loi du mars 2002 relative aux droits des malades et a la qualité du systeme de santé,
JORF du mars 2002.

29. Sa condition — si la recherche impliquant la personne humaine n'a pas été congue de
telle fagon que soient réduits au minimum la douleur, les désagréments, la peur et tout
autre inconvénient preévisible lié a la maladie ou a la recherche, en tenant compte
particulierement du degré...
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