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RESEARCH TITLE

Content Analysis of Activities and Assessments in the Electronic
University English Course for the Beginner Level (A1-A2) in Light of
Higher-Order Thinking Skills According to the Common European
Framework of Reference and Its Four Language Levels

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the content of the A2 level university online course according to
the CEFR framework, focusing on higher-order thinking skills across the four linguistic
dimensions: reception, production, interaction, and mediation. The research employed
content analysis to examine course units and related activities, categorizing them according
to analysis, evaluation, and creativity skills. Findings revealed that the course primarily
emphasizes analytical and comprehension skills, while evaluation and creativity skills are
less promoted. Furthermore, the effectiveness of activities varied across linguistic
dimensions, with some activities supporting production and interaction more than reception
and mediation. These results highlight the need to redesign online content and activities to
better foster students’ critical and creative thinking skills, enhance engagement across all
language dimensions, and ensure alignment with the CEFR standards. Such improvements
can contribute to a more balanced development of linguistic and cognitive skills, preparing
students to achieve academic success and higher competence in language learning.

Key Words: A1-A2 levels — CEFR — Higher-order thinking skills — University online
course content.
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