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RESEARCH TITLE

The Style of Tawriya and Its Relationship with Kenaya,
Metaphor, and Lexical Ambiguity

Abstract

This study examines one of the refined rhetorical styles in Arabic Ilm al-Badi‘ — the style
of Tawriya (double entendre or pun) — as a unique artistic device that enhances the
eloquence and expressive depth of Arabic discourse, particularly within the Qur’an. The
research aims to define the concept, boundaries, and types of Tawriya, while exploring its
position among other rhetorical arts, namely metaphor, kenaya (metonymy), and lexical
ambiguity (mushtharak lafzi), and distinguishing it from them in meaning and usage.

The study first defines Tawriya linguistically and terminologically, showing that it involves
a word carrying two meanings — a near, apparent meaning that is unintended, and a far,
hidden meaning that is intended. It then analyzes the main types of Tawriya (simple,
explicit, qualified, and prepared), clarifying the characteristics of each with examples from
poetry, prose, the Qur’an, and Hadith. The study highlights how Tawriya enriches the
artistic dimension of speech through illusion, subtlety, and elegance of expression.
Furthermore, it differentiates between Tawriya, metaphor, and kenaya, noting that the clue
(garina) in Tawriya is concealed, whereas in metaphor and kenaya it is explicit; and that
there is no logical or semantic relationship between the two meanings in 7awriya, unlike
metaphor or kenaya, where such a relationship is essential. Another focus of the study is the
relationship between Tawriya and lexical ambiguity, establishing that lexical ambiguity is
the linguistic basis of Tawriya — every Tawriya involves a lexical ambiguity, though not
every ambiguous word constitutes 7Tawriya. The study shows that while lexical ambiguity is
a systemic linguistic phenomenon, 7awriya is a stylistic, communicative device governed by
context and speaker intention.

The study concludes that Tawriya is not merely an ornamental feature of style, but rather a
rhetorical tool that enables the speaker to express subtle meanings with artistic and
aesthetic precision. It recommends revising the classification of Tawriya types — merging
the “prepared” category into the explicit and qualified types — and viewing the distinction
between single and multiple word meanings as a form of rhetorical insight, since lexical
ambiguity serves as a linguistic source for various rhetorical embellishments such as pun
(jinas) and Tawriya.

Key Words: Tawriya, Kenaya, Metaphor, Lexical Ambiguity, Ilm al-Badi‘, Arabic
Rhetoric.
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