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RESEARCH TITLE

The Rights of University Service Employees under Iraqi Law

Abstract

This study examines the legal and professional rights of university service employees in Iraq
in accordance with the University Service Law No. (23) of 2008 and its amendments, which
serve as the main legislative framework governing the conditions of faculty and technical
staff in higher education institutions. The researcher emphasizes that this group represents a
cornerstone of the state’s development, as their role extends beyond teaching to contributing
effectively to scientific research and societal progress. Accordingly, the legislator granted
them a comprehensive set of financial and non-financial rights to ensure stability and
promote academic productivity.

Financial rights include salaries, allowances, and benefits—particularly university service
and academic title allowances, along with rewards for published research. Non-financial
rights cover academic and professional privileges such as sabbatical leave, academic
promotion, study leave, health care, and participation in conferences and research missions.
Retirement rights are regulated under the Unified Pension Law No. (9) of 2014, which
safeguards entitlements related to service duration and pension calculation.

The study concludes that certain procedural ambiguities and gaps in the law may undermine
academic motivation and research quality. Therefore, it calls for updating the legal
framework, simplifying administrative procedures, and strengthening the protection of
faculty rights to ensure a stable and productive academic environment in Iraq.

Key Words: University Service Law No. 23 of 2008, faculty rights, financial entitlements, |

academic promotion, sabbatical leave, university pension system.
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