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Abstract

This study examines the impact of Islamic Sufism on Arabic poetic production in Chad by
focusing on the Sufi poet ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhammad Ahmad al-Tarjumi (1853-1917).
Framed within a historical-cultural overview of how Sufi orders—especially the
Tijaniyya—entered and shaped aesthetic taste and the social functions of verse in Wadai, the
research conducts a descriptive—formal analysis of surviving poems by al-Tarjumi. It
disaggregates the principal genres he cultivated—Prophetic panegyric, encomia of state
figures (notably Sultan Asil), and elegy, alongside supplicatory and devotional pieces with
reformist and pedagogical inflections. The study highlights his rich textual sourcing (Qur’an,
Hadith, and the classical Arabic canon) and his rhetorical procedures—quotation, allusion,
and intertextual weave—within fluent classical diction and tightly regulated meters.
Findings indicate that Sufi culture was a primary catalyst for the flourishing of Chadian
Arabic poetry, articulating a value system of spiritual love, ethical refinement, and
disciplined conduct. The poem thus mediates between worship and aesthetics while
intersecting with social and political discourse (calls for peace, critique of moral lapses, and
social cohesion). The research also reaffirms al-Tarjumi’s status as a literary and intellectual
pivot, noting the loss of significant portions of his large diwan and the need to collect and
edit scattered texts. Recommendations include establishing a national Chadian language
academy and launching documentation, editing, and critical projects on Sufi-literary
heritage in Chad to enrich Afro-Arab letters and reposition this corpus within comparative
Arabic literary maps.

Key Words: Sufism, Chadian Arabic poetry, ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Tarjumi, Prophetic panegyric,
Elegy, Tijaniyya, Intertextuality, Sufi aesthetics.
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