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RESEARCH TITLE

Exploring the Impact of Alternative Assessment on Students' Motivation in Waldorf
Schools: Teachers' Perspectives: A Case Study at the Waldorf School

Abstract

This study aims to explore the impact of alternative assessment on student motivation within
an alternative educational setting, specifically at the Waldorf School in Shefa-Amr.The
research explored the perspectives and experiences of teachers working in this school, in
light of the growing interest in holistic education and the shift from traditional exam-based
assessment to authentic evaluation that aligns with the nature and comprehensive
development of the child.

The study adopted a qualitative interpretive methodology using a case study approach.Semi-
structured interviews were conducted with teachers experienced in alternative assessment
within the Waldorf philosophy.The findings revealed that alternative assessment effectively
reduces test-related anxiety and enhances student engagement, curiosity, and independence
in learning, through tools such as portfolios, classroom observation, projects, and descriptive
assessment.

However, the results also pointed to several challenges, including the lack of quantitative
standards, the time and effort required, and limited institutional documentation tools.The
study concluded that alternative assessment aligns with the principles of humanistic and
holistic learning and fosters intrinsic motivation among students, provided that teachers
receive ongoing training and that an organizational structure is in place to support this
approach.Recommendations were proposed to develop flexible assessment tools, strengthen
professional learning communities, and promote educational policies that accommodate the
specific context of Waldorf schools.

Key Words: Alternative assessment, student motivation, Waldorf schools, strategies of
alternative assessment, tools of alternative assessment.
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