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RESEARCH TITLE

Grounds for the Extinction of Criminal Judgments in
Syrian Law

Abstract

This study examines the grounds for extinguishing criminal judgments in Syrian law using a
descriptive—analytical approach based on the Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure,
and Court of Cassation jurisprudence. It begins by framing the nature and types of criminal
judgments (in-person, deemed in-person, and in-absentia) given their direct impact on
remedies and time limits, then sets out the causes by which a judgment or sentence ceases to
have effect and the legal consequences of each.

The study establishes that the death of the convicted person extinguishes the public action
and personal penalties while preserving in rem measures and third-party rights; that
clemency operates differently depending on its type—general amnesty erases both the
offense and the penalty, whereas special (presidential) pardon removes the penalty without
nullifying the judgment or its collateral effects (such as recidivism and rehabilitation), unless
expressly stated otherwise. It further details limitation (prescription) periods according to the
classification of the offense, the commencement of those periods for in-person versus in-
absentia judgments, and the grounds for interruption and suspension and their outer limits.
The paper explains the effect of the injured party’s waiver in offenses contingent on
complaint or private prosecution—namely, extinguishing the public action and staying
execution without affecting preventive measures. It also outlines judicial and automatic
(legal) rehabilitation and their conditions, and clarifies the prerequisites, effects, and
revocation grounds for suspension of execution and suspension of an enforceable sentence.
The study concludes by drawing clear boundaries between the extinction of the public action
and the extinction of the sentence and their procedural and civil effects, emphasizing that
private rights remain intact absent explicit provision, and calling for calibrated criteria when
granting suspension of an enforceable sentence to better balance public interest with the
rehabilitative aims of justice.

Key Words: Extinction of criminal judgment; statute of limitations (prescription); general
amnesty; special (presidential) pardon; victim’s waiver; rehabilitation; suspension of
execution; suspension of enforceable sentence; Syrian law.
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