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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the philosophy of Thomas Hobbes regarding the relationship
between religion and the state, and how he justified absolutism based on the benefit of
individuals. The research employed three main approaches: the historical method to trace the
political and social circumstances that shaped Hobbes’s intellectual orientations, the
descriptive method to clarify the political and religious phenomena he discussed, and the
analytical method to interpret the core ideas and conclusions of his philosophy.

The study highlights Hobbes’s rejection of the divine right theory as a basis for governance,
favoring instead the foundations of natural law and the social contract, through which
stability and security could only be achieved under a unified and absolute authority that
combines temporal and religious power in the hands of the sovereign. The results show that
Hobbes’s philosophy marked a fundamental shift in classical political thought by placing the
individual and his interests at the center of political action and excluding the church from its
traditional political role. This vision underscores that the modern state, in Hobbes’s
conception, is not a theological entity but a rational human institution aimed at protecting
individuals and ensuring civil peace through the rule of law.
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