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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of the Army in the Egyptian Regime after 2011

Abstract

This study examines the role of the Egyptian military within the political system since 2011,
with emphasis on the presidency of Mohamed Morsi and the transformations that culminated
in the events of July 3, 2013 and their aftermath. Using a historical-analytical approach, the
research explores three dimensions: (1) the political role of the armed forces during Morsi’s
presidency, including constitutional declaration conflicts, the reshaping of the Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces, the army’s position in the 2012 constitution, and the limits of
civilian control; (2) the non-traditional roles of the military in internal security, economic
activities, and public policy-making, highlighting its constitutional protection and continued
expansion; and (3) political transitions under civilian rule, marked by disputes over the
constitution and parliament, ending in divergent interpretations of July 3 as either a
“corrective revolution” or a “military coup.” The study identifies factors behind military
intervention, including weak democratic culture among elites, acute polarization, economic
deterioration, and sectarian-cultural tensions, alongside the army’s institutional interests. It
further analyzes the transitional phase under interim president Adly Mansour, the
entrenchment of military privileges in the 2014 constitution, the consolidation of Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi’s presidency, and the broadening of the army’s political and economic
influence. The findings conclude that post-2013 dynamics institutionalized the military’s
supra-constitutional authority, restricting the prospects for consensual democratic transition
and perpetuating a form of “authoritarian stability” in civil-military relations in Egypt.

Key Words: Civil-military relations, Egyptian Armed Forces, Democratic transition, 2014
Constitution, July 3, 2013.
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