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RESEARCH TITLE

Interrelations between Sudan and Chad: Past and Present,
Geography, Place, and History (1894-2016)

Abstract

This study analyzes Sudan—Chad interrelations over 18942016 as outcomes of the interplay
among geography, place, and history. Using historical and descriptive—analytical methods
across both states, it traces long-run structural and political shifts. The research shows that
colonial border-making (the 1898 agreement, the 1899 statement, and the 1924 protocol)
disregarded cross-border ethnic continuities and long-standing corridors of exchange—
pilgrimage and trade—linking Wadai and Darfur to Mediterranean and Hijaz centers. It
identifies shared attributes rooted in the colonial legacy, multiethnicity, uneven
development, and a cultural hinge role that makes the frontier a living contact zone between
Arab and African spheres.

Politically, relations passed through three salient phases: brief tension after 1989; a period of
relative calm until the Darfur conflict erupted in 2003; and a phase of rupture marked by
reciprocal accusations of backing armed groups, followed by settlement tracks (the 2007—
2008 accords in Libya, Mecca, and Dakar). A decisive turn came in 2010 with the
establishment of the Sudan—Chad Joint Forces, which helped police the border, curb
smuggling, recover property, and secure population movements, alongside service and
development roles (health, education, water, and energy) that rebuilt local trust and enabled
a gradual recovery of cross-border exchange.

The study concludes that durable stability hinges on addressing the root causes of the Darfur
crisis and on institutionally managing cultural diversity through cross-border governance,
coupled with reinforced border management and security—development coordination. It calls
for complementary research on social geography, border risks, and forward-looking
management options.

Key Words: Sudan—Chad; international borders; cross-border tribal kinship; Darfur; joint
forces; political geography; conflict settlements.
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