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RESEARCH TITLE

The Impact of Cultural Heritage on the Collective Unconscious and
Their Joint Role in Literary Text Reception

Abstract

This study examines how cultural heritage shapes the “collective unconscious” and how
both, together, guide the reception of literary texts. The theoretical framework draws on Carl
Jung’s conception of the collective unconscious and its archetypes, then explores heritage as
the living vessel of collective memory—carrying myths, symbols, and inherited practices.
For application, the study analyzes the “Snake Tableau” in al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani’s pre-
Islamic poetry as a model of archetypal symbolism in Jahili verse, tracing its roots across
ancient Near Eastern traditions (creation, guardianship, renewal/longevity, evil, wisdom).
Findings indicate that heritage preserves collective memory and recycles archetypal symbols
within individual affect, creating a shared ground between author and reader that facilitates
interpretation and emotional response. Reading the Snake Tableau reveals far-reaching
semantic intersections with inherited lore (the snake as guardian, wise, and oath-keeping),
which move beyond the narrow stereotype of ferocity and evil, and foreground the capacity
of Jahili poetry to mobilize symbol for constructing an ethical-social meaning legible to the
contemporary reader. The study concludes that the interplay of heritage and the collective
unconscious activates text reception by reanimating age-old symbols; thus, reading becomes
an interpretive act that summons a shared cultural memory and enhances the aesthetics of
reception.

Key Words: Collective unconscious; collective memory; cultural heritage; snake symbol;
text reception; Jahili poetry.
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